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SUBJ: FILMING OP IRAN-IRAQ BORDER CLASH 
REF: TEHRAN 1204 
BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED 

1. FOLLOWING IS VERBATIM TEXT OP STORY FRONT PAGED KAYHAN 
PEBRUARY 13 (REFTEL PARA 2) HEADLINED QUOTE PILM LETS BAGHDAD 
CAT OUT END QUOTE WITH BY-LINE QUOTE OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
END QUOTE. 

BEGIN VERBATIM TEXT 
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A. A DOCUMENTARY FILM SHOWING SEQUENCES OE LAST SUNDAY'S 
BORDER CLASH BETWEEN IRANIAN AND IRAQI FORCES WAS BROADCAST 
BY BAGHDAD TELEVISION MONDAY WITH A COMMENTARY ACCUSING IRAN 
OF HAVING LAUNCHED AN ATTACK THUS PROVOKING THE INCIDENT. 

B. LAST SUNDAY'S BORDER CLASH NEAR THE MEHRAN-GHARB REGION 
LEFT 41 IRANIAN SOLDIERS DEAD AND A FURTHER 81 WOUNDED. 

C. THE TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY WAS PRESENTED AS PART OF THE 
REGULAR NEWS BULLETIN. SHOWING SCENES OE COMBAT IN WHICH 
HEAVY ARTILLERY, MORTAR EIRE AND TANKS WERE USED, THE IRAQI 
TV ECHOED PREVIOUS CLAIMS BY THE IRAQI ARMY STAFF THAT 
IRANIAN BORDER GUARDS COMMITTED AGGRESSION AGAINST IRAQ IN 
THE REGIONS OF BADRA AND SHAIKH SAAD. 

D. ON THE SAME DAY THE IRAQI TV FILM WAS SHOWN BY THE TV 
NETWORK IN ANOTHER CAPITAL WHICH INFORMED SOURCES HERE DECLINED 
TO NAME LAST NIGHT. 

E. INFORMED OBSERVERS SAID IN TEHRAN LAST NIGHT THAT THE 
BAGHDAD GOVERNMENT, TRYING TO BE TOO SMART, HAS, IN FACT, 
DESTROYED ITS OWN CLAIMS THAT ITS EORCES IN THE BORDER REGION 
WERE CAUGHT UNAWARES BY AN UNPROVOKED IRANIAN ATTACK. 

F. QUOTE BY SHOWING THE FILM ON THEIR TV THE GENTLEMEN IN 
BAGHDAD HAVE SHOWN THAT THEY CANNOT HAVE BEEN VICTIMS OE A 
SURPRISE IRANIAN ATTACK END QUOTE ONE INFORMED OBSERVER NOTED. 

G. QUOTE TO MAKE THE EILM THE IRAQIS MUST HAVE HAD A FAIRLY 
LARGE TV CREW IN FULL READINESS IN THE BORDER REGION. THEY 
MUST ALSO HAVE MADE ADEQUATE PREPARATIONS LONG IN ADVANCE TO 
PROCESS THE FILM AND SVEN MAKE SURE IT WAS SHOWN IN 
ANOTHER CAPITAL BARFLY A DAY AFTER THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE. 

H. QUOTE THE FILM MUST HAVE BEEN MADE BY A WHOLE GROUP OF 
CAMERAMEN BECAUSE IT SHOWS VARIOUS SCENES OF THE COMBAT 
FILMED FROM DIFFERENT POINTS AND ANGLES IN A REGION SPANNING 
SEVERAL KILOMETRES. 

I. QUOTE NOW UNLESS THE IRAQI TELEVISION MAKES A HABIT OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 TEHRAN 01205 131135Z 

KEEPING MOST OF ITS TOP CAMERAMEN IN A REMOTE AND FAIRLY 
ISOLATED CORNER OF THE COUNTRY THERE IS EVERY REASON TO 
BELIEVE THAT THE TV CREW WAS DISPATCHED TO THE AREA WHERE 
THE CLASH TOOK PLACE AS PART OF A CAREFULLY PREPARED AND 
FULLY PREMEDITATED IRAQI ATTACK ON IRAN IN THE REZA-PAD AND 
KONJANCHAM REGIONS OF MEHRAN-GHARB. END QUOTE. 

J. THE QUICKEST JOURNEY FROM BAGHDAD TO THE SCENE OF LAST 
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SUNDAY'S CLASH, THE OBSERVER ADDED, WOULD TAKE AT LEAST EOUR 
HOURS GIVEN THE NATURE OE THE TERRAIN AND THE ABSENCE OF 
SUITABLE ROADS. AND YET THE EILM SHOWN BY BAGHDAD TV INCLUDED 
SEQUENCES EROM THE VERY FIRST STAGES OE THE ARMED CLASH. THE 
BAGHDAD TV, IN FACT, PRESENTED ITS DOCUMENTARY AS AN ACCOUNT 
OE THE WHOLE EPISODE. 

K. QUOTE WITH THIS CAT BEING LET OUT OF THE BAG WITH SO MUCH 
EANFARE IT WOULD NOT BE DIEEICULT EOR THE WHOLE WORLD TO 
DECIDE WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR STARTING THE INCIDENT, HE 
ADDED. NOW IT WOULD REQUIRE SOME CHEEK EOR THE IRAQIS TO 
GO AROUND AND POSE AS INNOCENT VICTIMS OE IRANIAN 
AGGRESSION. END QUOTE. 

END VERBATIM TEXT 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

2. THE SHAH TOLD AMBASSADOR EEBRUARY 13 THAT QUOTE 
ANOTHER CAPITAL END QUOTE REEERRED TO IN PARA D OE 
ABOVE NEWSPAPER TEXT IS MOSCOW. THE SHAH CONTENDS 
THAT THE TV EILM WAS SHOWN SO QUICKLY IN MOSCOW THAT 
IT COULD HAVE ONLY BEEN TAKEN BY A SOVIET TV CREW 
WHICH WAS ON LOCATION EOR THE BORDER CLASH. END 
CONEIDENTIAL. 
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